
WORK-IT Study Introductory letter - employer v1.1 01/11/2018 

Rehabilitation Research Group 

Room L701, Allerton Building  

School of Health & Society, 

University of Salford, 

Frederick Road, 

Salford, M6 6PU 

Date: 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

RE: Working with osteoarthritis (WORK-IT) Study 

We are writing to you because you expressed an interest in participating in this study 

via Social Media. This study is funded by Arthritis Research UK-MRC Centre for 

Musculoskeletal Health and Work based at the University of Salford, Manchester. 

Working people with osteoarthritis can find that they have difficulties doing their job, 

because of their osteoarthritis. The aim of our study is to discuss with employers 

(line managers/directors/Human Resources personnel) to explore your knowledge 

of: osteoarthritis; employees living with osteoarthritis and how this affects their work; 

whether there are any workplace support or policies to support colleagues with 

osteoarthritis; and what factors you feel could influence work outcomes for 

employees with osteoarthritis.   

We would like to arrange an interview with you (either on the telephone or face-to-

face) to discuss the points mentioned above. The interview should take around 20-

30 minutes and we will arrange a time and date most convenient for you.  

We are asking people to take part if they meet the following criteria: role as a 

manager/supervisor or above in a company/organisation or work in the human 

resources department of a company/organisation; age 18 or over; currently in paid 

employment; live in the United Kingdom; and can understand/communicate in 

English. Please note: unfortunately, as we are looking to interview a wide range of 

people (male and female, and a variety of occupations and ages), we regret that not 

everybody who expresses an interest in this study can be invited for an interview due 

to the time constraints and the small number of participants required for this study.  
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There is an information sheet telling you more about the study and what you would be 

asked to do. It is up to you to decide whether or not to take part. There is also an 

expression of interest form you can complete to provide some information about 

yourself, so we can assess whether you are eligible to take part in this study.  

Next step 

Please let us know if you are interested in taking part by completing the expression 

of interest form.  

If you are interested in the study, and you have any questions or would like to check 

your eligibility to take part in the study, please email me on a.ching@salford.ac.uk or 

telephone me on 0161 2956979 or 07790 912929 and I will be happy help you with 

your queries.  

Thank you for considering our request to participate in this study. 

Yours sincerely, 

Angela Ching 

WORK-IT Research Assistant 
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